Introduced by Council President Fussell & Council Members Yarborough & W. Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2008-743
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING KEVIN L. SIMMONS ON RECEIVING THE 2008 ALAN SHEPARD TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION AWARD AT THE 24TH NATIONAL SPACE SYMPOSIUM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in April 2008, Kevin L. Simmons, a third-year science teacher at Eagle’s View Academy on Jacksonville’s Westside, was named the 2008 recipient of the nationally prestigious Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award by the Astronauts Memorial Foundation during the Opening Ceremony of the 24th National Space Symposium, the premier annual gathering of the global space industry; 
and

WHEREAS, 
Alan Shepard was one of the nation’s original seven Mercury astronauts, the first American to fly in space, one of only 12 humans who have walked on the moon; and
WHEREAS,
the Astronauts Memorial Foundation, NASA, and the Space Foundation present the Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award to an educator whose teaching and example inspires future space scientists and engineers and who demonstrates exemplary use of technology to foster lifelong learners; and

WHEREAS, a graduate of North Carolina State University, Kevin Simmons teaches physics and chemistry at Eagle’s View Academy, aerospace courses at FCCJ’s Aviation Center and conducts two-week Space Camps; and
WHEREAS,
instrumental in NASA’s and the Space Foundation’s selection of Simmons was his creation of TEKNA-THEOS, Inc., a nonprofit company founded in 2002, staffed by students, and whose mission is to better educate high school students through space-related biochemical and engineering research; and
WHEREAS,
encouraging students to pursue studies in science and space technology bodes well for students’ potential careers, the aerospace community and the country as a whole, and Jacksonville can be proud that one of its own bright, innovative educators has demonstrated leadership in the field and has acquired national recognition along the way;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honor and Commend.  The City of Jacksonville honors and commends Kevin L. Simmons on his receipt of the 2008 Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award, and extends its best wishes for continued success in the years ahead.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Steven E. Rohan 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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